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AUSTRALIAN PLANTS SOCIETY 
Yarra Yarra Group Inc. 

(Incorporation No:  A0039676Y) 

 
Newsletter November 2019 

Our next meeting will be a Spring flower table so 
please bring along lots of blooms to share.   

Label them with names if possible, and we will 
also sort into relevant genera for the discussion. 

Always a great night and you can take cutting 
material at the end of it if you are interested in 
propagating, or just to take home to make up a 
lovely bunch of flowers. 

Don’t forget to arrive before 7.30pm if you want 
to pot on the cuttings that were put in at the 
September meeting.  There will be a table set up 
near the kitchen and we will work from 7.30 - 
8.00pm when the Grand Flower Table will start. 

There’s lots to see at the Melton Botanic Gardens 
including plants that tolerate a dry climate and low 
water conditions, the dryland eucalyptus arboretum, 
indigenous plantings and the Bushfoods Garden.  

Peter Smith is in the process of organising a 
community bus for a trip out to Melton Botanic 
Gardens. If successful in acquiring the bus, there 
would be an approximate charge of $20 per person 
and it seats 10 so is enough for the people who put 
their names on the list at the meeting.   

The plan is to leave from Eltham Lower Park at 
9.00am.  You can of course make your own way 
there and car pooling would be an option.  We would advise packing a lunch for the day outing.  A 
rendezvous point at the Melton end has not yet been organised - we shall keep you posted. 

Picture courtesy of Friends of Melton Botanic Gardens.  For more information including plant lists, 
visit :  https://www.fmbg.org.au  

General Meeting: 7th November, 8.00pm 

Grand Flower Table  

Garden Outing : Sunday 10th November, 9.00am 

Melton Botanic Gardens Trip 

Wurmbea dioica  

https://www.fmbg.org.au/
https://www.castlemaineflora.org.au/pic/w/wurmb/wudio.htm
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Garden Visits, Meetings & Diary Dates 

General Meetings Coming Up: 

5th December - Christmas Party & Slide Show 

Miriam will be putting together a slide show of 
pictures contributed by members and this is a 
lovely way to wrap up the year.  Rather than email 
you can add 6 to 10 images (per person) via 
Dropbox and you don't need a Dropbox account to 
do this.   

Place your photos in a folder on your computer 
with your name on it so Miriam knows who the 
photos are from. If you can label the photos as well 
that is great.  Click on the link below (or copy into 
your browser) and "Choose from Computer" to 
navigate to and select your photos from your 
computer.  

https://www.dropbox.com/request/
vtbhMbz8b8EYHXcyggMX 

The folder is shared with Miriam so she can access 
them to create the Slideshow.  If you have any 
trouble with the link or need further assistance 
please let us know.  

January - No Meeting 

Garden Visits & Outings Coming Up: 

December - None 

Committee are planning the garden visits and 
outings for next year, so if you would like us to visit 
your garden or you know someone we could 
approach, please let us know.  Any suggestions for 
outings also most welcome.  

APS Victoria Dates: 

9 November 2019 - APS Victoria Committee of 

Management Meeting hosted by APS Bendigo.  

February 17 - April 17 2020 - Australian Plants 
Revealed.  An exhibition highlighting unique 
Australian flora collected by Josepha Banks and 
Daniel Solander in 1770.  Held at the Gallery of 
Maroondah Federation Estate 32 Greenwood Ave, 
Ringwood. 9am-4pm Mon-Fri & 12 noon-4pm 
Saturdays, with 2 Keynote lectures: 

 

 

March 28, 2020 from 2pm - Bruce Pascoe: 
Aboriginal plant uses for sustenance & medicine . 
Prof. Tim Entwisle: Sir Joseph Banks’ cabinet: 
botanical bounty of the Endeavour’s Voyage to 
New Zealand & Australia. 

For further details see the September & December 
editions of Growing Australian or email: 
exhibitions@apsvic.org.au 

24 & 25 October 2020 - 13th FJC Rogers Seminar 

on “Mint Bushes & Allied Genera”. Hosted by APS 

Yarra Yarra in Eltham. 

Plant Sales: 

4th April 2020 - APS Geelong  

Australian Native Plant Sale. ‘Wirrawilla’, 40 Lovely 
Banks Rd, Lovely Banks.  

18th April 2020 - APS Yarra Yarra 

Native Plant & Book Sale.  Eltham Community 
Reception Centre, 903 Main Rd, Eltham, 10am -
4pm. 

Other Dates: 

25-29th March 2020 - Melbourne International 

Flower & Garden Show, Royal Exhibition Building 

and Carlton Gardens. 

Craspedia crocata at Mt McKay - Geoff Lay 

https://www.dropbox.com/request/vtbhMbz8b8EYHXcyggMX
https://www.dropbox.com/request/vtbhMbz8b8EYHXcyggMX
mailto:exhibitions@apsvic.org.au
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Meeting Report October – Geoff Lay : 50 years wandering 
a Lay-man’s guide to the Flora of Australia by Sue Gwilym, pictures by Geoff Lay 

Geoff has certainly packed a lot of 
travelling, bushwalking and a lot of 
experiences into his 50 years of 
wandering.  Do you know the song 
“I’ve been everywhere man…”, well 
that’s what comes to mind after 
seeing Geoff’s slide show.  Geoff is a 
keen naturalist and photographer 
having now collected over 40,000 
images of Australia and we were 
treated to a small but very amazing 
selection of his photos. 

Geoff took us on a pictorial tour of 
Australia, starting in Tasmania, the 
most rugged of all states.  We 
enjoyed heathlands, cushion plants 3
-4m long with leaves 2-3mm wide 
which are hundreds of years old.  Tasmania’s 
central plateau featured Richea scoparia, 11 types 
of pines, including celery top and pencil pine.  
Beech forest with deciduous Nothofagus gunnii 
was a standout. 

We jumped over to see mainland coastal gardens, 
followed by Wilson’s Promontory with Tidal River 
running brown from the tannin out of tea trees 
and with orange lichen on the rocks.  Next were 
daisies, Mt Stirling and the alpine plants 
Wahlenbergia gloriosa, Rhodanthe anthemoides, 
Craspedia crocata, Pentachondra pumila (our 
closest relative of the cushion plant) and 
Eucalyptus pauciflora. 

Then more of Victoria with Grampians 
escarpments, rock formations, high country and 
montane gardens.  We saw tall trees, gorges, river 
crossings, droughts and flooding rains, Pink Lake, 
sunsets at Kow Swamp and Wyperfeld NP. 

Queensland was next, visiting Giraween NP, 
viewing Boronia granitica, Darling Downs wattles, 
Grevillea longistyla, Carnarvon Gorge, palm trees, 
mountains, sub-tropical rainforest, strangler figs, 
orchids, unusual seed cases and pseudofungus. 

Over to the Northern Territory and Arhnem Land, 
and we were treated to shots of tropical 
savannahs, Eucalyptus tintinnans, the unusual bark 
of Pandanus spiralis, Kings Canyon, Actinotus 
schwartzii, plants of the Malvaceae family, Red 
Gorge, MacDonnell Ranges and Central Australian 
trees. 

Heading down south we’re taken to see the 
Birdsville Track, Lake Eyre, Flinders Ranges, salt 
bushes, Ptilotus, SA Arid Gardens and Eremophilas. 

Wahlenbergia gloriosa on Mt Hotham 

Actinotus schwartzii at Standley Chasm 
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Meeting Report October – Geoff Lay : 50 years wandering continued 

Heading west we see the familiar red earth of the Kimberley, the iconic Adansonia gregorii (boab), the 
Pilbara, Ptilotus rotundifolius (the biggest of all Ptilotus flowers), the spectacular annuals, woodland and 
coastal gardens, Eucalyptus rhodanthe (largest Eucalyptus flower), and plants of the Myrtaceae, 
Proteaceae and Fabaceae families with examples such as Banksia goodii and Melaleuca pulchella.  

Towards the end of the slide show we were treated to Lechenaltia macrantha, Andersonia caerulea and 
carnivorous plants such as Utricularia fulva and Drosera.   

We also discussed the role of fire in the landscape, the adaptions of plants and their recovery after fire, 
seen in the masses of Xanthorrea australis in flower.  And finally, some beautiful sunsets to finish off. 

Thanks to Geoff for sharing his amazing photos of his journeys with us and allowing us to be the 
armchair travellers in this instance. 

 

Members’ Propagation Night Update - Potting on cuttings from 7.30 to 8.00 pm at General Meeting 

The array of cuttings set up at the September meeting have been putting out roots.   As per the email 
sent around these need to be potted on and we will do so from 7.30 to 8 pm before the November 
meeting.   As there are a lot of cuttings to be potted up some APS YY Growers have been getting some 
done at Hurstbridge.  This is the list to 
date: Alyogyne heugelii, white and purple, 
Eremophila splendens, decipiens; Grevillea 
alpina, Leptosema aphylla, Leionema sp., 
Kunzea sp., Callistemon sp., Leptospermum 
‘Rhiannon’ and others.  Not all the pots 
were clearly labelled however I think we 
should be able to find the appropriate 
owners with luck.  If you would like the APS 
YY growers to continue to grow on your 
plants until next Autumn, the best time for 
planting out, then we would be happy to 
do so – for a small fee - we would like to 
keep some to add to our species list in 
future sales.  Miriam. 

Ptilotus rotundifolius atTom Price Andersonia caerula at Mt Barker 
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Garden Visit – 6th October to Brenda Taylor’s, Eltham 
by Peter Smith 

Despite several members being away, a healthy 

group gathered at Brenda Taylor’s garden for our 

monthly garden visit.  Back in the ‘90s, developers 

had an obligation to plant out their projects and 

several of the original trees are still doing well —

Melaleuca stypheloides, Eucalyptus tricarpa, and 

Allocasuarina torulosa and a now large offspring of 

Acacia podalyriifolia. 

Brenda had known Bev Hanson (garden designer) 

and Bev (who came along for the visit), drew up a 

plan.  With the aid of a bobcat, three levels were 

made, including two areas for sitting, linked with 

steps and a path to the garage.  A pond and paving 

were installed and Brenda commenced her 

challenge of planting and establishing a garden in 

our harsh Nillumbik environment.  

Twenty plus years later there are few bare patches 

and a wealth of beautiful survivors.  Eye-catching 

were several Grevilleas and Correas, the “tough” 

Thomasias, an amazing Lasiopetalum behrii, a 

Rulingia hermannifolia and several profusely 

flowering Eremophilas including E. decipiens 

subs.linarifolia, E. divaricarta x polyclada 

“Summertime Blue”, E. nivea, E. nivea x species 

“Beryl’s Blue”, E. macdonnellii, E. abietina, and 

notably an E. muelleriana doing famously in a pot. 

A well established Banksia spinulosa was 

encroaching upon us as we retreated for our 

“cuppa”, but we had to beware the “exotic “ …and 

carnivorous Pitcher Plant -Sarracenia sp. All in all a 

lovely afternoon - Thanks Brenda. 

A note from Brenda ,anyone who could not make it 

or who would like more time, just needs to contact 

her. 

Lasiopetalum behrii Eremophila 'Beryl's Blue' 
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Flower Table October Meeting 
Notes by Jill Lulham, Photos by Ben Eaton and Mike Ridley (Document Camera) 

This is just a selection of the flowers brought to our 
October meeting.  Thanks to Noel Gaskett and Ray 
Weeks for presenting and to members who 
brought in specimens, especially labelled ones. 
 

SCROPHULARIACEAE FAMILY 

Eremophila nivea ‘Blue Velvet’ (from Noel, PBR, 
grafted on Myoporum montana, 1.5 x 1.5m, full 
sun, hardy, deeper blue and larger fls, and slightly 
larger than E. nivea); E. alternifolia x maculata 
(from Mike W., 1-2 x 1-2m, long flowering through 
Winter and Spring, hardy, full sun, tolerates dry 
and frosts); E. mackinlayi (from Carmen, Desert 
Pride, WA, <2.5m, silver leaf, purple flowers, prone 
to mould, prune out dense growth to open up & 
promote airflow) 
 

ORCHIDACEAE FAMILY 

Dendrobium speciosum (from Ray Weeks, in pot, 
Rock Orchid, east Vic to Cooktown, Qld, epiphytic 
orchid, grows on branches or rocks, flowers Winter
-Spring) 
 

APHANOPETALACEAE FAMILY (was Cunoniaceae) 

Aphanopetalum resinosum (Gum Vine, east coast 
Aust., fast growing, glossy green leaves, prune 
heavily before Spring and after flowering in 
Summer) 
 

PROTEACEAE FAMILY 

Grevillea ‘Pink Ice’ (from Max, hybrid G. zygoloba x 
G. crithmifolia, 1 x 2m,  fragrant, white flowers 
ageing to pink) 

Hakea grammatophylla (from Lee, NT - rare, 2m, 
pink flowers usually March-Aug) 

Petrophile ericifolia (from Carmen, WA, <1.5m, 
sticky, erect, multi-stemmed, yellow flowers Aug-
Nov) 

Telopea ‘Shady Lady’ (from Lee, Waratah, T. 
speciosissima x oreades, now 1m with 5 flower 
heads) 

 

Eremophila nivea ‘Blue Velvet’  

Hakea grammatophylla  

Aphanopetalum resinosum  
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Flower Table October Meeting Continued  
Notes by Jill Lulham, Photos by Ben Eaton and Mike Ridley (Document Camera) 

 

MYRTACEAE FAMILY 

Eucalyptus preissiana (from Max, Bell-fruited 
Mallee, WA, <3m, has lignotuber, yellow 
flowers, Aug-Nov) 

Leptospermum ‘Pink Cascade’ (NSW hybrid L. 
polygalifolium hybrid x L. scoparium, .5m x 
1.5m wide, hardy, long flowering) 

Melaleuca leptospermoides (from Max, WA, 
<1.5m, growing on nature strip, purple to pink 
flowers, Sept-Nov); M. fulgens (Scarlet Honey 
myrtle, WA, SA, NT, <3m, several colours, red, 
purple, apricot, white, July-Dec) 
 

ASPHODELACEAE FAMILY  

Stypandra glauca (from Max, Nodding Blue Lily, 
WA, SA, Vic, NSW, Qld, blue/purple, flowers 
similar to Dianella) 
 

FABACEAE FAMILY 

Acacia restiacea (from Noel, WA, <1m round, 
thin rush-like phyllodes, yellow ball flowers, 
Aug-Nov) 

Leptospermum ‘Pink Cascade’  

Melaleuca leptospermoides  

Stypandra glauca  

Acacia restiacea  
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Blooming Diversity, ANPSA 2019 Albany - 29 Sept - 4 Oct 
by Miriam Ford & Joanne Cairns, Pictures by Miriam Ford 

Hosted by the Wildflower Society of Western 
Australia and situated in a most stunning part of 
WA this conference and all the associated tours was 
truly awesome in the original sense of the word.  
The region is one of the world’s most renowned 
biodiversity hotspots and everywhere we went we 
were falling over ourselves with delight at what we 
saw.  The theme of the conference was ‘KNOW 
GROW CONSERVE’ and each of the three days of 
talks addressed those themes.  The other two days 
were in conference excursions to two of three 
possible locations – The Stirlings, The Porongurups 
and Cheynes Beach, or Mt Barker area.   Joanne 
offered the following summary which I think sums 
up the experience very well.   

• There are a great number of West Australians who are 
passionate about conserving their environment and love 
getting out and seeing it. 

• Committed people have worked for years/decades to 
conserve areas where councils and governments are 
irresponsible in management. 

• Committed people are willing to buy land and restore it. 

• Research is a critical part of understanding the ecology. 

• The conference was inspirational to people who love 
native plants. The fecundity and diversity of WA plants is 
amazing. An eye opener for us in the Eastern states. 

• The organisers did a wonderful job. 

There were a large number of Victorians there and it was great 
to see so many people from APS Yarra Yarra including Jenny 
Drummond, Jill Lulham, Joanne Cairns, Jenny Hedley, Julie and 
Kahn Franke, the Buckneys, Neil Duncan and possibly some I 
have forgotten.  If you still need 
convincing about the value of attending 
such meetings, talk to them.  Apparently 
Jo and Jill were in the group who saw the 
Albany pitcher plant, a small but brilliant 
wonder to behold.   

The next ANPSA will be hosted by APS 
New South Wales – ‘AUSTRALIAN FLORA 
– PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE’ on from 
Sunday 12 to Friday 17 September 2021 
in Kiama, south coast NSW. 

Beaufortia schaueri 

Kingia australis 

Amongst the peas, Porongurups 
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13th FJC Rogers Seminar – Mint Bushes and Allied Genera 
October 24 & 25, 2020 by Miriam Ford  

Our logo – Prostanthera galbraithiae  

Our logo for this seminar features an image of Prostanthera 

galbraithiae.  Mike Williams suggested it and Joanne Cairns sourced 

the image we are using from Tamara Leitch of the Latrobe Valley Field 

Naturalists group.   

P. galbraithiae is a very rare endemic mint bush from East Gippsland 

and is also known as the Wellington Mint Bush.  There are only a few 

small populations remaining in the wild and one was burnt out in last 

year’s fires.  It can recover after fire but that does depend on intensity 

and frequency.  It is named in honour of the celebrated Victorian 

writer and gardener, Jean Galbraith who through her beautiful evocative writing encouraged people to 

garden with Australian natives at a time when few were doing so.  She was also a passionate advocate 

for protecting our native bushland.   

 As I wasn’t sure we could source some plants from the region I made a request of the Royal Botanic 

Gardens, Melbourne who donated a large plant specimen to us for display purposes only which is 

flowering beautifully this Spring.  More recently we have sourced some plants from East Gippsland 

which will be propagated and for sale.   

P. galbraithiae is just one of many rare 

endemic species we will have on sale at 

the seminar.  We have sourced and 

obtained many from SA and WA and also 

others from NSW and a few from 

Queensland.  There is also an extensive 

collection of tried and true popular garden 

plants such as Prostanthera incisa, 

ovalifolia, rotundifolia, aspalathoides, 

nivea with colours pink, purple, red, 

orange, yellow and white to name a few.    

In future newsletters you will hear more 

about the Allied Genera within the 

PROSTANTHEROIDEAE subfamily of the 

LAMIACEAE family.  We now have a lovely 

banner and an attractive DL flyer to 

advertise the seminar which will be 

available at our general meetings for 

distribution.  Please put the date in your 

diary as we will appreciate your help and 

attendance.  

Prostanthera galbraithiae  
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Committee, Newsletter and General Meeting Matters 

The APS Yarra Yarra Committee: 

• Miriam Ford - President, COM Delegate, 
Propagation Gp, Leader FJC 2020 
Committee, M 0409 600 644 

• Peter Smith - Vice President, Garden Visits,   
M 0425 798 275 

• Andrea Himmelspach - Treasurer, 
Propagation Gp, M 0424 314 648 

• Sue Gwilym - Secretary, Newsletter Editor, 
M 0401 250 331 

• Carmen Cooper - Membership Officer, 
Propagation Gp , M 0413 012 045 

• Adrian Seckold - General Meeting Plant 
Sales, M 0431 071 503 

 

APS YY Committee Meeting Dates: 

General Committee Meeting:  

12th November, Peter’s 

FJC 2020 Committee Meeting:  

5th November, Jill’s 

Contributions to the 

December 2019 Newsletter to 

Sue by Friday 22nd November 

Email: 
apsyarrayarra@gmail.com  

 

OR post to:  

Newsletter Editor, APS Yarra Yarra, PO Box 298, 
Eltham 3095 

 

Thank you to Miriam Ford, Peter Smith, Jill Lulham 
for articles, Jill and Miriam for proof reading, Geoff 
Lay, Ben Eaton, Mike Ridley and Miriam Ford for 
images. Editor (SG) for all other images & articles. 

 

We wish to acknowledge the major sponsorship of 

our Expo by Hume Bricks & Pavers Pty Ltd (https://
www.humebrickspavers.com.au/)  Thank You! 

 

Website: www.apsyarrayarra.org.au 

Facebook: facebook.com/APSYarraYarra  

 

Meeting Particulars: Visitors always welcome 

When: 8.00pm, 1st Thursday each month (except January). Doors open 7.30pm. Come early for plant 
sales.  Supper following the meeting is provided. 

Venue: Orana building, Araluen Centre, 226 Old Eltham Rd, Lower Plenty. 

Guest Speaker: Learn more through talks by expert speakers, and discussions following. 

Audience etiquette: No interruptions to the speaker during the talk, questions (one per person) at the 
end of the talk, when requested. 

Flower Table Specimens: Bring along your flowers, labelled if possible, for the flower table. 

Plant Sales: Members may buy plants, unusual varieties are often available, or sell their own. 

Library: Members can borrow books from our specialist library. 

Chairs: Members please help set up chairs for the meeting from 7.30pm onwards and                                   
put away again after the meeting. 

https://www.humebrickspavers.com.au/
https://www.humebrickspavers.com.au/

